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continued until March 1936.x The failure to reach
agreement was, again, almost entirely the fault of
Hitler.
Germany denounces Locarno
The denunciation of the Locarno Treaty and the
remilitarization of the Rhineland in March 1936
thus came at the end, or rather at the end of the
first stage, of a long series of Hitler's acts of bad
faith. The Locarno agreements had not been
'dictated' to Germany; she had entered into them
of her own free will and had affirmed, more than
once, her intention to respect them. The excuse
for breaking faith was worthless. The Germans
complained that the Franco-Soviet Treaty was
itself a breach of the Locarno Treaty. This view
was not shared by the British, French, Italian, and
Belgian Governments. The Germans had given
their consent to bilateral agreements between
States which would come into a general eastern
pact, and it was common knowledge that these
bilateral agreements would include a Franco-Soviet
Pact. Finally, if the Germans had any grounds of
complaint, they were under obligation to bring
them before the Permanent Court of International
Justice at The Hague.
In spite of the accumulation of evidence that
Germany could not be trusted, and in spite of the
increasing tempo of German rearmament, the
western Powers were unwilling to fight a preventive
war. It is outside the province of this inquiry into
1 A series of diplomatic documents recording the exchanges of
views between the Powers on the subject of these Pacts was
published in a British Blue Book: Correspondence showing the course
of certain Diplomatic Discussions directed towards securing an Euro-
pean Settlement, June, 1934 to March, 1936 (Cmd. 5143).